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Dr. Paul Lederer, age 60 yerrs, wno 
Gescrioes nimself as “onorary Consul for the 
Republic of Naiti, arrived in Shanghai on March 
loth, 1949, aboard tne S.S. WPTCANIA", from 
wanNila and nas cince veen residing in tne 
wetro,ole Hotel togetner wita nis niece, Mics 
G. LEuerer, wiio is stutea to ve in possession or 
a French rascport. He will tuxke Up resiaence in 
tue Brookside Apartments, 423-5 Avenue daig, on 
May lst, 1940. 

According to infornation from a reliable 
source, he is a German Jew, who at one time worked 
for either “Tarlowitz ond Sompany or Deutsche 
Farben “andelsgesellschaft Waibel and Company, 
in China but, examination of copies of the China 
Hong List back as far as 1920 and enquiries in 
various directions have failed to confirm tnig. 
From the same source it has been learned that he 
is in possession of considerable means. He has 
not yet received his exequatur from the National 
Government at Chungking but claims that he contacted 
an agent of the Chungking Government recently in 
Hongkong to whom ae showed his credentials and 
also that he is well known to Mr. Wellington Koo, 
Chineee Ambaseador to France. It has been learned 
that he wae in Fongkong in January, 1940 ana it is 


poesible that it was during this visit that he came 
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in contact with tne agent of the Cnoungking 
Governaent. 

According to information contained in Police 
records, he ic related to a Dr. R.B. Fahn, 
Terman Jew, who at one time practised as a Yarrister 
in Shanghai and, during one of his visits to 
Sha.ghai, resided with Dr. Kahn at 383 Great Weetern 
Road. Dr. Kann left Shanghai for Australia geome 
two yeurs ago. Lederer is known to have travelled 
extensively in China and Thibet, supposedly in 
tne interests of “befag*. 

He is stuted to have become & naturalized 
citizen or Haiti in Way, 1939 by virtue or the 
Tact toat ne purcnasea an interest in a Pineapple 
plantation to the value of U.S.§9,000.00. <dnis 
transaction also enabled him to procure his 
appointment as Haitian Honorary Consul in Shanghai. 

Ac there are few, if any, Naitians in 
Shanghai, it te reasonable to view Lederer with susepicim 
especially when it is borne in mind that there is 
a large foreign refugee population in Shanghai 
anxious to obtain passports which would enable them 
to travel freely and who are no doubt willing to 
pay handsomely to obtain same. There is reason 
also to believe that the British Authorities are 
Suspicious of Lederer's activities and that the 


Baué applies to the French Authorities where 
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Lederer's niece is concerned. 

It is therefore suggested that ir:espective 
of wnat documents Lederer may be in possession 
of from the Haitian Government he should be 
treated with tne greatest possible reserve until 
née is able to produce nis Bxequatur from the 


Chinese National Government. 
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Nith reference tc the attscched enquiry 
Cencerning one feul LibesRskR, this person is 
arparently idesticsi with a Dr. taul Leiasiian who 
wee Last hesiu of in shanshei curing 1938. 

Dre Levtiton is a Serman Jew and is related to 

& Dr. Heat. KAN, also a German Jew, who was 

et one time pnractising as a Barrister in Shanszhai. 
During LINER s stev in Shsanzhai, he wes for 


2 time living with Dr, KaEH, st 383 Great Western 


There ig no record of Psui Lederer on 
file at Folice Headquarters and he is not known 
amongst the local Jewish Community. Mnquiries 
mede have failed to revesl anything concerning 
his associates or social ectivities. It is 


etated, however, thet up till the time he left 


a $8 


} 
s i 
eo Skenghai, he wes in a very high position in H 
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4 the large German dye and colour works, “Deutsche 
N ! 
aS io Farben-Hendels-Geselischsft", more commonly | 
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anown as "DEFAG", It is not known whether he is j 
etill connected with this firm, but, owing to the 
fact that he was officially known sas the Director 
of the firm, it is very likely thet he still has 
connections with "DEFAG* 
During the time Lederer was in Shanghai, 
he often made trips to e11 parte of China and 
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; f hae even been as far North as Lhasa in Thibet,. 
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It was senerelly believed th=t these tris ‘vere 
Gil cn business connected with thie firm. During 
the Surme: of 1938, Lederer is renorte’d te heve 
told reorle in the town that he had just returned 
frou. 2 trin ts the Eimalaye wourtrins in India. 
With reference te Dr. K.H. Kehr, who is 
thought te be sn uncle of Lederer's, trie :.an 
left Shanghei for sustreliea se sout two yeere ato, 
ss he wienecd to edopt Britieh Netionslit;. He 
is auenber of the “nglish Rar and practised in 
invland for a short time. He was not allowed to 
prectise in the British Court in Shanghai, 
ayparently, aes he wee not in possession of British 


Netionelity paners. 
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SECRET February Sra, 1940. 


I should be grateful for any information 
availsble concerning an individual of German 
origin named PAUL LEDERER who became a naturalized 
citizen of Haiti in May, 1939, by virtue of the 
fact that he purchased an interest in a pineapple 
plantation to the value of US$5,000. This invest- 
ment, according to his story, also procured his 
appointment as Haytian Consul in Shanghai where he 
has apparently been resident between 1953 and 19358, 
He is at present in Manila but is intending to 
proceed here at un early date to assume his appoint- 
ment. As he will not be permitted again to pass 
through Hongkong he will haye to find a vessel 


coming here direct. 
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